
About the Pinellas County Fertilizer Ordinance 

Pinellas County’s fertilizer ordinance, Article XIII, Chapter 58, is intended to protect the water quality 

and natural habitats of creeks, lakes and marine waters that receive discharge from our stormdrain 

system.  

The ordinance became law in January 2010 and regulates landscape maintenance practices and the sale 

and use of fertilizers containing nitrogen and/or phosphorus within Pinellas County. This means that 

homeowners, landscapers and lawn care services must adhere to specific practices as outlined in the 

ordinance.  

Fertilizer containing nitrogen (N) and/or phosphorous (P) cannot be used on lawns or landscape plants 

between June 1 and September 30, because during these months Pinellas County receives frequent, 

heavy rainfall which washes nutrients from fertilizer into surface waters.  

Violators of the fertilizer ordinance may be fined up to $10,000 per day. 

Visit these links for more information about the specifics of the ordinance, the proper application of 

fertilizer, and best management practices for lawns and landscapes. 

 Full text of the Fertilizer Ordinance 

 "New 2010 Fertilizer Ordinance" Video   

 "Guide to the Fertilizer Ordinance" Brochure 

 "Fertilizer Facts" brochure from the Southwest Florida Water Management District 

 Landscape Practices that Improve Water Quality 

 Best Management Practices for Landscape Companies 

 FAQs for Landscape Professionals 

To learn more ways to help prevent stormwater runoff, please visit the Pinellas County Water Atlas 

Stormwater Education page. 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/environment/pageshtml/pdfs/Fertilizer-Ordinance-10-06.pdf
http://www.pinellascounty.org/tv/wmv/psa/FertilizerOrd_01.wmv
http://www.pinellascounty.org/environment/pageshtml/pdfs/Fertilizer-Ordinance-Brochure.pdf
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/publications/files/fertilizer_facts.pdf
http://www.pinellas.wateratlas.usf.edu/upload/documents/LandscapePracticesThatImproveWQ.pdf
http://www.pinellas.wateratlas.usf.edu/upload/documents/Landscaping%20Brochure%20v97-2003.pdf
http://www.pinellascounty.org/environment/pageshtml/waterresources/StormwaterBrochures/faqs-professional-fertilizer.pdf
http://www.pinellas.wateratlas.usf.edu/stormwaterEd/default.aspx

