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HEALTHY PONDS INCLUDE

•	 Florida native plants in and 
around the pond, covering 
30-85% of the total pond area.

•	 A 3- to 10-foot-wide buffer 
zone with plants growing to 
their maximum height

•	 Periphyton* growth

•	 Diverse plants and animals 
supporting a balanced  
aquatic ecosystem

•	 Limited stressors from 
surrounding roadways  
and yards.

*complex grouping of algae, bacteria, 
invertebrates, and detritus
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HEALTHY POND 
BENEFITS

Abbey Tyrna 
Water Resources Agent 
UF/IFAS Extension  
& Sustainability 
6700 Clark Road 
Sarasota, FL 34241 
email: atyrna@ufl.edu

Mollie K. Holland 
Coordinator 
Neighborhood Environmental 
Stewardship Team (NEST) 
1001 Sarasota Center Blvd. 
Sarasota, FL 34240 
email: mkholland@scgov.net
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