
Water Atlas Program Receives FLMS Awards 

The USF Water Institute was one of five recipients of FLMS Awards of Excellence at the 2017 Florida 

Lake Management Society symposium in Captiva Island. Former USF Water Institute faculty member Jim 

Griffin was honored by the Society with its highest award, the Marjorie Carr Award, for lifetime 

achievement. 

The USF Water Institute received the Marjory Stoneman Douglas Award, given to individuals or 

organizations who report on aquatic resource issues, for its use of informatics to publicly disseminate 

data and supporting, explanatory information related to water resource management. 

Dr. Jim Griffin, principal investigator for the Water Atlas program from 2005 until he retired in 2014, 

received the Marjorie Carr Award, the Florida Lake Management Society’s highest award. It is given for 

lifetime work on behalf of Florida’s aquatic resources. The award is named in honor of Marjorie Carr 

who, among other things, organized citizens and brought to an end the proposed Cross Florida Barge 

Canal. 

Other 2017 FLMS award recipients: 

Judy Ott, recently retired from her position as program scientist for the Charlotte Harbor National 

Estuary Program, received the Edward Deevey, Jr. Award, given to an individual for contributing to our 

scientific understanding of Florida’s water bodies. Edward Devey was an internationally recognized 

limnologist and was affiliated with the State Museum of Florida at the time of his death. 

The Seminole County SERV Program received the Dr. Daniel E. Canfield Jr. Volunteerism Award, given to 

a volunteer organization or outstanding volunteer for significant contributions to the research, 

restoration, and/or preservation of our water resources. The award is named after Dr. Daniel Canfield, 

founder of Florida LAKEWATCH, the pioneering citizen-volunteer water quality monitoring program 

involving over 1,200 lakes statewide, and now being emulated across the United States. 

Nia Wellendorf, Aquatic Ecologist for the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, received the 

FLMS Young Professional Award, presented to a young lake management professional who exhibits 

exemplary professional accomplishments and a commitment to water resource protection and 

management of our lakes and watersheds.  
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