


P
a

g
e �

MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
ExEcuTIVE 
DIRECTOR 

The Tampa Bay Estuary Program is pleased 
to present this Progress Report to our many 
friends, partners and colleagues. On the 
following pages. you will find an overview 
of the key projects we've tackled in recent 
years. and examples of how those efforts 
have reaped dividends for the bay. 

Together, we have made tremendous 
strides In Improving water quality. 
recovering life-sustaining seagrasses and 
restoring degraded habitats. Overall, 
water quality in Tampa Bay is as good 
as it has been since the 1950s. and more 
than 6,000 acres of seagrasses have been 
restored since 1982. These remarkable 
achievements are a testament to the 
collective commitment of the entire 
region. But we can't rest on our laurels. In 
coming years, the bay will face a host of 
new challenges as well as ongoing threats. 
We'll need your continued support to keep 
Tampa Bay on the road to recovery. 

The Tampa Bay Estuary Program's focus 
on measurable results and inclusive 
community involvement has made us a 
national model of success. And we hope 
you' ll agree that our emphasis on sound 
science allows us to act as an .. honest 
broker" In resolving difficult issues. In these 
tough economic times, we will continue 
to work hard to maximize our resources to 

benefit the bay. and to retain 
the trust you have 
placed In us. 

Holly Greening 
Executive Director 

Tampa Bay Estuary Program 

The mission of the Tampa 
Bay Estuary Program is 
to build partnerships to 
restore and protect Tampa 
Bay through implementation 
of a scientificaUy sound, 
community-based 
management plan. 
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A PARTNERSHIP FOR A HEALTHY BAY 

ABouT Us 
The Tampa Bay Estuary Program is an intergovernmental partnership 
that coordinates the restoration and protection of Tampa Bay. Major 
partners are Hillsborough, Manatee and Pinellas counties; the cities 
of Tampa, st. Petersburg and Clearwater; the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency; the Southwest Florida Water Management 
District; and the Florlda Department of Environmental Protection. 

TBEP is governed by a Policy Board composed of elected officials 
from the six local governments. EPA and the Water Management 
District. A Management Board comprised of upper-level 
environmental administrators makes recommendations to the Policy 
Board. 

The Program's mission Is also greatly assisted by several committees. 
Including a Technical Advisory Committee of bay scientists and 
managers, a Community Advisory Committee of Interested citizens, 
and a Manatee Awareness Coalition that promotes manatee and 
seagrass protection. 

Deborah Getzoff. Chair 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

Tom Welborn. Vice Chair 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Commissioner AI Higginbotham 
Hillsborough County 

Commissioner Joe McCiash 
Manatee County 

Commissioner John Morroni 
Pinellas County 

Councilman Paul Gibson 
City of Clearwater 

Councilwoman Linda Saul-sena 
City of Tampa 

Councilman Jamie Bennett 
City of st. Petersburg 

Sallie Parks. Governing Board 
Southwest Florida Water Management District 

Did you 
know ... 
TBEP's landmark 

Nitrogen Management 

Consortium is an alliance 

of local governments, 

regulatory agencies, 

and key industries 

bordering the bay- such 

as electric utilities and 

fertilizer manufacturers. 

Consortium members work 

cooperatively to reduce 

nitrogen pollution from 

wastewater, stormwater 

and air pollution. 

Together, these partners 

have contributed more 

than 250 projects to 

improve water quality in 

Tampa Bay. 
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SEAGRASSES ON 

THE MEND 
f ' Water quality in Tampa Bay has 

met all targets for two straight 
years. fueling continued 

recovery of the bay· s critically 
important seagrasses as well 

as a resurgence of species 
such as bay scallops and sea 

trout that depend on healthy 
seagrasses. 

Water quality and seagrasses 
share a direct relationship. 

Tampa Bay has regained 
some 6.000 acres of 

seagrasses since 1982. The 
bay now supports 28.299 acres 

of seagrass-far less than 
the Estuary Program's goal of 

38.000 acres. but the highest 
recorded total since the 1950s. 

TBEP's seagrass recovery 
strategy seeks to nurture new 

grasses by reducing the amount 
of nitrogen entering the bay from 

urban. industrial and agricultural 
development. Too much nitrogen 

causes algae blooms that cloud 
the water and prevent sunlight from 

reaching seagrasses. To maintain sufficient 
water quality for continued seagrass 

recovery. the total amount of nitrogen In 
the bay must be continually reduced to keep 

pace with growth. 

Local governments. along with key industries in 
the bay watershed. are assigned a share of the 
nitrogen reductions through TBEP's innovative Nitrogen 
Management Consortium. TBEP is facilitating a major 
reallocation of those loading targets to assist the region in 
meeting new regulatory limits on nitrogen. 

Wate:r Qual ty Steadily Improving 
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" U.•••' gpM ..... emissions rrom automobiles and 
power plants. and even nat\.rcll sources 

suCh as ll(j'l1nlng contrbute to the 
bay"s ni!Togen bt.rden . 



P
a

g
e �

TAKING A WmE-ANGLE VIEW 
oF nm WATERSHED 

HABITAT mTOElO IN TAHYA BAY 

-~ uof------------------~, 
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TAMPA BAY 

WILDLIFE FACTS 

f 
;. 

' More than 200 species 
of fish are found in 
Tampa Bay. The most 
abundant is the bay 
anchovy. 

More than one-third of 
the state's population 
of roseate spoonbills 
nest annually on 
mangrove islands in 
Tampa Bay. 

Tampa Bay is an 
important nursery 
area for Kemp's 
Ridley sea turtles, one 
of the world/s most 
endangered animals. 

A record 624 bay 
scallops were found in 
Tampa Bay in 2008, 
the highest number 
since overjishing and 
pollution virtually 
wiped out stocks in 
the 1960s. 

WoRKING To HELP THE BAY'sWILDUFE 

Grants awarded by TBEP to area 
community groups are helping 
scientists gain a better understanding 
of the abundance and diversity 
of the bay's wildlife-and test 
Innovative techniques to protect and 
enhance those populations. 

Bay Mini-Grants. selected annually 
by TBEP's Community Advisory 
Committee using funds from the 
Tampa Bay Estuary specialty 
license tag. have supported a 
variety of wildlife monitoring and 
enhancement efforts. including: 

'\ An assessment of the abundance 
and distribution of seahorses 
and pipefish in Tampa Bay 
seagrass beds, Involving University 
of Tampa students as well as 
community volunteers. 

~ A study of the use of restored 
habitats in the Cockroach Bay 
Aquatic Preserve by neo-tropical 
migratory birds such as scissor­
tailed flycatchers and blackpoll 
warblers. 

~ A scallop enhancement project 
that utilized neighborhood 
volunteers to release and monitor 
the survival of hundreds of 
thousands of hatchery-reared 
juvenile scallops in Terra Ceia Bay. 

l Purchase and installation of ·no 
trespassing· signs on important 
bird nesting Islands In the bay to 
minimize human disturbance of 
nesting colonies protected by 
Audubon of Florlda. 

,. A Derelict Crab Trap Removal 
program utilizing Tampa Bay Watch 
volunteers that has collected 
hundreds of abandoned crab 
traps, preventing them from 
continuing to ensnare fish. crabs 
and other marine organisms. 
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EDUCATING AND INVOLVING THE COMMUNITY 

GiveADay 
for the Bay 
The "Give A Day for the 
Bay" volunteer program 
recruits citizens to assist 
with bay improvement 
projects at area parks 
and preserves through 
a series of workdays 
held throughout the 
year. In 2008, more 
than 300 volunteers 
contributed 1,000 
hours to such projects 
as mapping gopher 
tortoise burrows at a 
Ruskin nature preserve, 
removing invasive 
vines and shrubs at 
a bayfront park in St. 
Petersburg, installing 
wetland plants at a lake 
in Pinellas County and 
picking up trash along 
the Hillsborough River in 
Tampa. 

Estuary 
Academy 
This popular daylong 
series of lectures and 
hands-on workshops 
introduces citizens to 
the wealth of scientific 
research being 
conducted in, on and 
around Tampa Bay. Held 
each Fall at Pinellas 
County's Weedon Island 
Preserve, the event is 
limited to 1 00 adults and 
children over 12 years 
old. The 2008 Academy 
featured "Wildlife in 
the Watershed," with 
lectures on tarpon, bay 
scallops and shorebirds, 
a guided canoe trip, and 
workshops on fisheries 
sampling, bats, wading 
birds and frogs. 

Pooches for 
The Planet 
This innovative 
campaign promotes 
"petiquette" by 
educating dog owners 
about the water quality 
and public health 
impacts of pet waste. A 
pilot project conducted 
in a waterfront park in 
Tampa showed a 47 
percent decrease in 
pet waste piles over 
the course of a 1 0-
month education, 
mapping and monitoring 
program. Lessons 
learned from that 
project now are being 
applied to ongoing 
pet waste education 
efforts conducted by 
TBEP and several other 
organizations. 
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Summer 
Teacher 
Workshops 
In 2008, TBEP staff 
conducted its first 
teacher workshops 
featuring a high school 
curriculum developed 
for the award-winning 
documentary film 
"Tampa Bay: Living 

Legacy." TBEP 
staff also 
conducted 
workshops for 
middle school 

teachers on 
the harmful 

impacts of invasive 
plants and animals, 
using a teaching guide 
developed for TBEP by 
The Florida Aquarium 
and Florida Sea Grant. 

Canoe Trails 
TBEP provided funding to mark several paddling trails in 
Tampa Bay, including one in the Little Manatee River and 
two in Upper Tampa Bay. 



P
a

g
e 10

LooKING AHEAD 

Exciting new projects on our horizon 
over the next few years include: 
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How YOU Can Help

Support Tampa Bay:  Buy a 
Tampa Bay Estuary license tag 
for your car or boat trailer!
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